2

THE EARLY STUARTS (JAMES I AND CHARLES I)
















            Introduction
James 1 and his son Charles 1 who succeeded him ruled England in an environment full of intensifying disputes with the English Parliament.  [footnoteRef:1]The challenges that James 1 and Charles 1 faced with their Parliaments were related to the occurrences of the early 17th century of the war triggered by continental conflict and the persistent challenges of royal finance. Poor parliamentary management and lack of sufficient kingship arts led to a successive stalemate that seemed assured to arrive at with Parliament.   [1:  Tallett, Frank. War and Society in Early Modern Europe: 1495-1715.( Routledge, 2016), p.1590
] 

Background  
James 1 maintained that he was the owner of the superior authority that God had given while the Parliament believed that the king governed by contract and that their rights were equal to those of the king. In the 1620s, James 1 was forced to declare warfare on Catholic Spain. Charles 1 got married to a Catholic and was reluctant to collaborate with the Parliament which escalated the conflicts with the anti-Catholic Parliament. After eleven years of governing without Parliament, the Long Parliament met in 1640 and began procedures for impeaching the leading counselors for kings for high treason.  [footnoteRef:2]The persistent conflict between the Parliament and the king led to the rise of the English Civil War (1642 to 1651).  These conflicts and political schemes between Parliamentarians (Roundheads) and Royalists (Cavaliers) resulted in the prosecution of Charles 1. [2:  John Miller. Early Modern Britain: 1450-1750. (Cambridge History of Britain Book 3, 2017),  p. 1646
] 

James 1 and Parliament
             In his start of governing, James 1 got a good welcome from the Parliament. He appeared to provide the Parliament with a fresh beginning after the unstable conduct of Elizabeth in her last years. However, James began disagreements with Parliament on several issues and this earlier good relationship changed. The key issues that led to the fallout between James and Parliament included royal favorites, royal finances, and the persuasion of James that he can never go wrong.
The first Parliament of Stuart England went on from 1604 to 1611. The most common challenges it experienced were royal finances, for example, monopolies and contributing of funds for James without the approval of Parliament.  [footnoteRef:3]The 1614 Parliament handled religious issues (the spread of Catholicism) and royal finances. This Parliament met for eight weeks and James dissolved it before discussing the issue of contributing cash by the Crown without the consent of the Parliament. James never wanted them to discuss that topic. [3:  John Miller. Early Modern Britain: 1450-1750. (Cambridge History of Britain Book 3, 2007), p. 1677  
] 

The next Parliament was formed in 1621. The Parliament wanted to discuss foreign policy matters. It also wanted to be given the right to talk about their powers and rights but James was not ready to give them that opportunity. This Parliament was dissolved in December 1621. [footnoteRef:4]Another Parliament met in 1624 to discuss two issues: raising funds for war with Spain and the detention of Lionel Cranfield who was the Crowns’ finance minister. [4:  Russell, Conrad. The fall of the British monarchies, 1637-1642. (Oxford University Press, 1991), p. 1639
] 

James never reconciled with the independent stand of the Parliament and its reluctance to support his policies. The major concern was that Parliament and the king had mutually exclusive perspectives about their association nature. Parliament maintained that the king governed by contract and that their rights were equal to those of the king while James believed that he was the owner of his superior authority to the right that God had given.
James was a protestant and he expelled Catholic priests in 1604 which led to the Gunpowder plot whereby a group of Catholics planned to blow the Parliament house. However, one of the planners was noticed in the cellars of Parliament house with gunpowder to blow the Parliament. They were then arrested and executed.
The attitude of James to Parliament was brought clear when he expressed his disappointment on why the ancestors allowed such an institution (Parliament) to exist. In 1620 the anti-catholic events continued and disputes broke between the Catholic Holy Empire and the Protestant Bohemians.[footnoteRef:5] James called Parliament to raise funds for helping his daughter, Elizabeth, and Frederick who were ousted by Emperor Ferdinand 11 from Prague. On the other hand, the commons (its capital later, should it be capital now) granted inadequate aid to finance the military working to assist Frederick and asked for direct war against Spain. They also asked for Charles to marry a Protestant and for the implementation of anti-Catholic laws. However, James warned them not to obstruct issues belonging to the royal prerogative and he broke up Parliament. A stronger anti-Catholic attitude developed after Prince Charles refused to marry the Catholic Spanish. James declined to declare war but Charles maintained that the Commons had financed Spain and this resulted in his poor relationship with Parliament during his ruling. [5:  Tallett, Frank. War and Society in Early Modern Europe: 1495-1715. (Routledge, 2016), p. 1614
] 

Charles 1 and Parliament
Charles 1 continued with the conflict between his father and Parliament.  Charles married Henrietta Maria, a French princess after refusing to marry the Catholic Spanish. The commons opposed the marriage between the king and Roman Catholic. [footnoteRef:6]In a secret marriage treaty with Louis XIII of France, Charles promised the parliament that he was not going to ease the restrictions on religion. He was crowned in the absence of his wife because she had refused to get involved in Protestant religious events. There existed domestic disputes between Charles and his wife. Although Charles had agreed to give the French English ships, he organized a raid to the coast of French to safeguard the Huguenots at La Rochelle. The attack was facilitated by Buckingham who was a collaborator to James and Charles and was abhorred by Parliament. The attack was not successful and Buckingham was murdered. The relationship between Charles and his wife improved after the murder of Buckingham. [6:  Russell, Conrad. The fall of the British monarchies, 1637-1642. (Oxford University Press, 1991), p. 1640
] 

The assassination of Buckingham stopped the war with Spain and abolished the leadership issues but did not put to an end the poor relationship between Charles and Parliament. In 1629, Charles opened the second assembly of Parliament. The House of Commons began to oppose the policies of Charles.  Members of Parliament viewed the enforcement of taxes as a violation of rights. When Charles ordered for adjournment of Parliament, the members of Parliament detained the speaker on his seat so that the session would be prolonged to make resolutions such as anti-Catholic and tax laws. This forced Charles to dissolve Parliament. [footnoteRef:7]Charles made peace with both Spain and France and governed for eleven years without Parliament, a period (which) is known as the “personal rule” or “eleven years’ tyranny”. [7:  Tallett, Frank. War and Society in Early Modern Europe: 1495-1715. (Routledge, 2016), p. 1703
] 

How Charles raised funds during this period was doubtful. [footnoteRef:8]Charles decided to tax “ship-money” on the whole country although it was a tax made for ports only. Parliament had squabbled over the levy taxes claiming that there should be no taxes of any type that should be allowed without the approval of Parliament. When Charles became desperate for funds, he called the Short Parliament who declined to vote him until their grievances were attended to. The king dissolved this Parliament after 3 weeks. A rebellion was formed in Scotland which made Charles form a new Parliament, the Long Parliament which operated up to 1660. [8:  John Miller. Early Modern Britain: 1450-1750. (Cambridge History of Britain Book 3, 2017), p. 1711
] 

Charles tried to force a new prayer book on the country which created unrest in Scotland. Tensions were raised after disagreements broke over who was to command an army to conquer rebellion in Ireland. Charles tried to arrest five members of Parliament which raised the royal standard at Nottingham. Charles refused to meet the increasing demands of Parliament.  Fighting broke in 1642 which was known as the English Civil War. [footnoteRef:9]Parliament obtained support from the middle class while the king got support from the clergy, the peasantry, and the nobility. The troops of Parliament were referred to as Roundheads because of their extreme hairstyles while the army belonging to the king was referred to as Cavaliers. Charles developed the headquarters for the royalists in Oxford, summoned his Parliament, and supplied his money (who supplied who’s money?). [9:  Tallett, Frank. War and Society in Early Modern Europe: 1495-1715. (Routledge, 2016), p. 1712
] 

The royalists were conquered by the alliance between Parliament and the Scots and the creation of the New Model Army. Charles gave in to Scots who then rendered him to Parliament. [footnoteRef:10]The Long Parliament began procedures of impeaching the leading counselors of the king for high treason. The Parliament approved the Triennial Act to block the king from dismissing it. The Act required that the Parliament be called for meeting every three years and permitted the Lord Keeper to call the Parliament if the king refused.  Finally, the Parliament had enough of the king and decided that executing him was going to block the kingdom from coming down into anarchy. [footnoteRef:11]In 1647 Charles was tried for treason before the Parliament that he had declined to acknowledge. [10:  Russell, Conrad. The fall of the British monarchies, 1637-1642. (Oxford University Press, 1991), p. 1641
]  [11:  John Miller. Early Modern Britain: 1450-1750. (Cambridge History of Britain Book 3, 2017), p. 1740
] 

Conclusion
James 1 and his son Charles 1 who succeeded him governed England in an environment of persistent conflicts with the English Parliament.  They believed that power was rightfully given to them by God. The intensifying conflicts resulted in the English Civil War which occurred between 1642 and 1651. The conflicts and political events between Parliamentarians and Royalists led to the execution of Charles 1. A list of events that occurred during these conflicts included the eleven years of tyranny whereby Charles ruled without Parliament, the gunpowder plot which failed, thirty years of war, and the formation of the Long Parliament that lasted from 1640 until 1660.
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